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first published in 1944 enemy coast ahead combines gibson s raf career including
the famous dambuster raid which he himself led with the inside story of life in
bomber command and is still a riveting read for the immediacy and vibrancy of its
writing now for the first time in paperback crecy publishing has published gibson s
original  manuscript which was archived for almost 60 years this uncut edition
provides not only details of gibson s career but also reveals his true view of the
course of the war of the wartime population of his pilots and crews and of bomber
command tactics combined with photographs and diagrams enemy coast ahead
uncensored remains one of the outstanding accounts of wwii seen through the
eyes of one of its most respected and controversial personalities but now allows
the reader to know gibson s own story in his own words

due to his reputation for being able to handle the rarest oldest and most difficult
airplanes  neil  williams  was  called  on  to  fly  some  of  the  most  famous  and
demanding aircraft ever built from spitfire mosquito lancaster sea fury yak harvard
and heinkel neil williams experience in these aircraft varied from the exhilaration
of a spitfire first solo the loneliness of being lost at night over the indian ocean the
catastrophic  experience  of  crashing  an  aircraft  in  front  of  80  000  air  show
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spectators and most remarkably of all his amazing crash landing following an in
flight structural failure a feat which has entered aviation legend and for which he
was awarded the queen s commendation for valuable service in the air this is a
book to inspire a book that captures the true essence adventure and romance of
flight

first published in 1944 guy gibson s enemy coast ahead quickly became regarded
as the classic bomber command book following gibson s raf career from flying the
hampden and manchester at the beginning of wwii to the triumphant return home
of the lancasters from the famous 1943 dambuster raid which gibson led and for
which he was awarded the victoria cross enemy coast ahead is also the inside
story of life in bomber command throughout the first five years of ww2 culminating
in breath holding drama as the raf planned practiced and strove towards breaching
the dams on that famous night in may 1943

a definitive new edition of a classic world war ii memoir complete with more than
100 photographs and notes from leading historians guy gibson was the leader of
the famous dambusters raid and enemy coast ahead is a vivid honest account
widely regarded as one of the best books on the second world war it also provides
an insider s perspective setting down in clear detail the challenges that the raf
faced in  the war  against  germany s  luftwaffe tragically  gibson died in  september
1944 when his mosquito crashed near steenbergen in the netherlands he was aged
just 26 this new book has been published to mark the 75th anniversary of his
death and includes an introduction by james holland a historian and broadcaster it
includes  notes  by  dr  robert  owen  the  official  historian  of  the  no  617  squadron
association and many images that have never before been published published in
association with  the raf  museum inspired the 1955 film the dam busters  starring
richard todd and michael redgrave

a  book  more  truly  racy  is  not  likely  to  be  written  of  the  raf  times  literary
supplement a most readable vivid account of the pre war and active service of a
highly decorated pilot despatches enemy coast ahead is victoria cross recipient
guy gibson s action packed memoir about his time in bomber command during
world  war  ii  including  the  dambuster  raid  of  1943  first  published  in  1944  enemy
coast  ahead  quickly  became regarded  as  the  classic  bomber  command book
following  gibson  s  raf  career  from  flying  the  hampden  and  manchester  at  the
beginning of world war ii to the triumphant return home of the lancasters from the
famous 1943 dambuster raid which gibson led and for which he was awarded the
victoria cross it is also the inside story of life in bomber command throughout the
first  five  years  of  world  war  ii  culminating  in  intense  drama  as  the  raf  planned
practiced and strove towards breaching the dams on that famous night in may
1943 a work of genius tatler this is a magnificent story well and simply told by as
great a warrior as these islands ever bred it is also history sir arthur t harris wing
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commander guy penrose gibson vc dso dfc 12 august 1918 19 september 1944
was the first commanding officer of the royal air force s 617 squadron which he led
in the dam busters raid operation chastise in 1943 resulting in the destruction of
two large dams in the ruhr area of germany he was awarded the victoria cross but
lost his life later in the war he had completed over 170 operations at the age of 26

the night of may 16th 1943 nineteen specially adapted lancaster bombers take off
from raf  scampton in  lincolnshire  each with  a  huge 9 000lb cylindrical  bomb
strapped  underneath  it  their  mission  to  destroy  three  dams  deep  within  the
german heartland which provide the lifeblood to the industries supplying the third
reich s war machine from the outset it was an almost impossible task a suicide
mission  to  fly  low  and  at  night  in  formationover  many  miles  of  enemy  occupied
territory at the very limit of the lancasters capacity and drop a new weapon that
had never been tried operationally before from a precise height of just sixty feet
from the water at some of the most heavily defended targets in germany more
than that the entire operation had to be put together in less than ten weeks when
visionary aviation engineer barnes wallis s concept of the bouncing bomb was
green lighted he hadn t even drawn up his plans for the weapon that was to smash
the  dams  what  followed  was  an  incredible  race  against  time  which  despite
numerous setbacks and against huge odds became one of the most successful and
game changing bombing raids of all time
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